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The Visitor
 

“SUGG”estions 
 

In the song, My Favorite Things, Julie Andrews lists thirteen of her favorite things. Included in the 
list are: Raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens; Brown paper packages tied up with strings;  
Snowflakes that stay on my nose and eyelashes; Silver white winters that melt into springs. While 
the list is not all inclusive, it is a pretty good list. I have to admit my favorite time of winter is when it 
is melting into spring! 
  

The Christmas season is a favorite time of year for many people, especially little ones. So much  
excitement, so much anticipation, so much food!  Some of my favorite things about this season  
include: the change I see in people, we seem to be a bit nicer to one another during this time. After 
all, he knows if you’ve been naughty or nice. I do think we do a better job of treating one another in 
the spirit of the charge to: “Do Unto Others…” We tend to be very intentional this time of year to be 
aware of and to help those in greater need. I think its one of the more beautiful aspects of this  
season. 
  

Another of my other favorite things about this season are the lights. White lights, multi-colored 
lights, blue lights. Houses decorated with lights, outdoor displays, streets lined with colors. My 
hometown of Wauseon is known for its huge Christmas star that shines at the south end of town. 
Residents still get excited when they see the work crews preparing to put the star up and light it up. 
It shines as a beacon from one end of town to the other. 
  

Perhaps my favorite thing about the season is the music. For me, music is a language that  
transcends definition. Music has the ability to change our mood, affect our emotions and speak to 
us at a deeper level than the spoken word. We sing the Christmas hymns/songs differently than we 
do a hymn or song in the middle of July. The hymns, the music has meaning to us. My childhood  
Christmas mornings always began with Jim Nabors bellowing out Go Tell It On the Mountain!  To 
this day that song elicits the emotions of an 8 year old boy sitting at the top of the steps waiting to 
rush down to a room full of Christmas presents. 
  

These are a few of my favorite things. May this season be full of Joy, Hope, Peace and Love for you 
and your loved ones. Go Tell It On the Mountain, Jesus Christ Is Born! 

 

Special Dates in December 
 

December 1: Advent Begins 
December 9: Drive-thru Community Dinner (5p - 6p) 
December 12: Food Pantry Volunteer (10a - 12p) 
December 14: Food Pantry Volunteer (1p - 3p) 
December 16: Food Pantry Volunteer (1p - 3p) 
December 18: Hanukkah Begins 
December 21: First Day of Winter 
December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
December 25: Christmas Day Services 
December 26: Kwanzaa Begins 
December 31: New Year’s Eve 



 

 

Operating Fund Information 
Through October 31, 2022 

 

     Contributions & Inflows: $87,564.06 
      Expenses:     $81,227.39 
      Difference:     $  6,336.67    
 

      To contribute to FCC using  
      Tithe.ly, Please scan this QR  
      code using the camera on  
      your mobile phone! 

 

Amy Thomson - Rae Thomson’s daughter-in-law (broken wrist) 

Boni Reese - Diane Morlock’s friend (breast cancer) 

Erika Chambers - DeAnna Beeker’s friend 
Jean Ryan - Betsy Solley’s friend (cancer) 

Jessica LeGalley - Steve & Marilyn Riewaldt’s family member 
Judy Allen - DeAnna Beeker’s friend 
Laynee - Sharon Daniels’ great-niece (heart transplant) 

Linda Brown - Sharon Bronsink’s family member (COPD) 

Mike Krueger - Scherer’s son-in-law (heart surgery on 11/5) 

Randy Jones - Ann Jones’ son 
Rob Slane—Rae Thomson’s son-in-law 

Ministers & Missionaries 
Paul Bomeli 
Audrey Connor 
Joseph Hara 
Allen Harris 
Erin McCreight Proie 
Gene Sugg 
Ernie Unholz 
 

Active Service Members 
Levi Wick 
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, BG, OH 

DRIVE-THRU COMMUNITY DINNER 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 

5:00 - 6:00 pm (or until food runs out) 

FEEDING OUR MISSION 
 

The BG Christian Food Pantry needs: 

Toilet Paper 
Paper Towels 

Tissues 
Shampoo 

Conditioner 

Body Wash/Soap 
Lotion 

Deodorant 
Toothpaste 

Toothbrushes 
Any Food Items 

Save the Date 
FCC’s Week to Volunteer 

December 12,14,16 

FCC continues to host our monthly “DRIVE-THRU DINNERS.”  
 

In November we served 102 meals and distributed several bags of grocery items! 
 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO COOK AND SERVE ON FRIDAY, December 9! 
DONATIONS OF COOKIES ARE NEEDED TOO! 

 

If you are interested in helping Elizabeth Wick and Betsy Solley with this  
monthly Outreach Project, please contact Elizabeth Wick at  

419-575-7867 or DEZSLL6@gmail.com. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has already helped out with time, food, and monetary donations! 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US IN THIS VALUABLE COMMUNITY OUTREACH! 

Do you need someone added to this list?  
Please write your request on the sheet in  

the foyer or email the church office. 
fccadmin@bgfcc.org 

Tim Bomeli  Seldon & Peggy Carsey Pat Koehler          Marge & Luke Leathem 
Ruth Maltby  Ruth Ann McCray  Becky Meredith  Mae Scott 



Women’s Spiritual Studies Group 

 
 We will start our Advent study “Prepare  
 the Way for the Lord” on November 30 
and complete it on December 21. 
 
 

We will not meet on December 28. 
 
We will resume the Invitations to  
Abundance study with chapter 10 on 
January 4 and complete it on the 18th. 
 
We’ll find something to study for four weeks  
before starting a Lenten study on Ash Wednesday 
which is February 22. 
 
Contact Char Scherer for information about the 
current and upcoming studies and please... 
 
 

Join us on Zoom anytime! 
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The FCC Transportation Ministry connects seniors  

in need of transportation for non-emergency  
medical appointments with volunteer  

drivers from the church.  
 

The volunteers are called as needed on a  
rotating basis. 

 

If you would like to help with this ministry,  
we would love to put you on our list of  

willing drivers.  
 

Also, if you are in need of assistance yourself,  
please call Pat Koehler at 419-494-3231. 

The Care Elders have a 
way for you to reach 
out to those on the 
prayer list. We have 
developed care note-
cards. The note cards 
have been placed in 
the pews. If, during 
church, you hear of 
someone that is in 
need of prayer, you can 
take one of these note 
cards, write who it is to 
in the space at the top, 
jot a quick note, and 
sign your name. Then 
just place the card in 

the offering plate, and the church office will address 
the envelope and drop your note in the mail. 
 
If you put someone on our prayer list that is not cur-
rently attending our church and you want them to get 
a note, it will be important to write their address on 
the prayer list by the door or email it to the church 
office when you get home. (fccadmin@bgfcc.org) 

Happy Birthday to 
those born in December! 

In Victorian times, a gift of  
Narcissus means that 

you are that person’s “only one”! 

Steve Meredith 12/1 
Rae Thomson  12/3 
Sharon Daniels 12/6 
Jackson Daniels 12/13 
Madison Beeker 12/14 
Marge Leathem 12/14 
Ann Jones  12/24 
Carol Ballard  12/27 

Help Make Our Sanctuary 

Beautiful This Christmas 

Sponsor a Poinsettia 

 Cost is just $15 per plant - 

there are eight still        

available for purchase. 

 Fill out a request/payment 

form found on the table in 

the FCC foyer. 

 Make your check payable to 

FCC and mark “Poinsettia” 

on the memo line. 



 

Does your knowledge of the Old Testament feel like a grab bag of people, books, events and ideas? How many times 
have you resolved to really understand the OT? To finally make sense of it? In The Epic of Eden Video Study, Sandra 
Richter clearly and powerfully communicates a history of God’s redeeming grace, weaving together a story that runs 
from the Eden of the Garden to the garden of the New Jerusalem. 
 

Through text and video teaching, Dr. Richter uses this 12-week study to bring a new dimension to the history of the 
ancient Near East, orienting any study group in time, geography, culture, redemption, and relevance to today - all 
without diminishing her reader’s faith or dumbing down the scripture.  
 

Legendary Bible stories take on new life as Dr. Richter clearly articulates their part of a larger pattern, revealing an 
even deeper significance for the stories individually. The Epic of Eden Video Study is ideal for serious church groups 
wanting a meaty study of biblical text, as would anyone eager for a strategic grasp of the good, the bad, and the ugly 
of the Old Testament and how it relates to God’s activity in the present. 
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Bible Study - Wednesday Nights 
• Our study continues on Wednesday Evenings at 7 PM 

• There will be a few dates adjusted causing the study to be on a  
Thursday. 

• The study is designed for 12 weeks… if we take time off for Christmas 
and New Year, it will be extended. 

• Sessions will last 90 minutes, with the possibility of extended          
discussion time. 

• This is a hybrid study… you can attend in-person here or you can 
Zoom in.  

• The book is not necessary, but if you want your own copy, be sure to 
purchase the Video Study guide, you can purchase on Amazon or your 
favorite store/site. 

• Contact Gene if you have any questions… 
 

The study is put in usable order - a history of God’s redeeming grace.  
A story that runs from the Eden of the Garden to the garden of the New Jerusalem. 

This book will organize your understanding of the Old Testament  
and renew your enthusiasm for studying the Bible as a whole. 
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF BOWLING GREEN, OH 
BOARD MEETING October 13, 2022 

 

The October 13, 2022, board meeting of First Christian Church was held via zoom.  Present: Diane Morlock, Sharon Daniels, Char  
Scherer, Steve Riewaldt, Pastor Gene Sugg, Elizabeth Wick, Jim and Karen Adams, DeAnna and Scott Beeker, Rae Thomson, Lynn and 
Don Bateson, Jay Kirkbride, Ruth Ann McCray, Mike Solley, Nancy Andrade, Nancy Otley and Kim Thomas. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Vice-Moderator Mike Solley at 7:08 pm. Vice-Moderator Solley opened with prayer.  A devotion was 
given by Sharon Daniels on 1 Proverbs scripture.  Elizabeth Wick will give the devotion for the November Board meeting.  
 

The September 8, 2022, board minutes were approved as distributed (Wick/Andrade). 
 

The Treasurer’s report was given by Jim Adams and was accepted into the minutes. 
 
Administrative: 
Clerk:  Sharon Daniels no report 
Financial Trustees:  DeAnna Beeker reported that the committee met on September 12, 2022.  She reported that $100 from the Samaritan 
Fund was used to purchase gift cards for those who have an emergency need.  The next meeting will be the week of October 17, 2022. 
Personnel:  Diane Morlock reported that the committee will be meeting in November and December to review employee contracts for the 
coming year. 
Property Trustees: Don Bateson reported that building maintenance has been done on the heating system.  The sliding door will be  
replaced in the parsonage on October 19, 2022. 
Technology:  Jay Kirkbride no report 
 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Sugg mentioned that on Sunday October 9, 2022, we had three visitors who were “shopping” for a new church.  
One visitor was in a wheelchair and had difficulty with the door threshold.  The church will be investigating and installing a ramp over the 
thresholds of the church for handicap accessibility. 
 
Old Business: 
Congregational Discussion Questions/Settled Pastor Search Process had a lot of discussion.  Jim Adams presented a Pastor Affordability 
Analysis to the board.  The members of the search committee were presented and voted on (Morlock/Wick).  The members are Karen  
Adams, Scott Beeker, Nancy Otley, Gary Spencer, Karen Wood, Sharon Daniels, and Earlene Kilpatrick (who is the board representative 
with no vote).  The team will have access to the Pastor Affordability Analysis.  A motion was made, seconded, and passed to forward the 
Pastor Affordability Analysis to the Property Committee and for them to come forward with a proposal regarding the parsonage  
(Morlock/D Beeker). 
 

The formation of a committee to “fine-tune” the FCC Constitution and Bylaws has been tabled until further notice.  The report Laden 
Board vs Leadership with Visioning has been tabled until further notice. 
 

New Business:  None 
 

Mission Project:  Elizabeth had no update at this time. 
 

Missions:  BG Food Pantry was the week of September 12October 10.  The community dinner hosted by the Solley’s will be October 14, 
2022.  New coats, hats, gloves, scarves are being collected in October and November for Warm the Family.  
 
Fellowship:   
Hospitality:  no report 
Men’s Group:  There will be a Men’s Group meeting in Wauseon on October 30, 2022. 
 

Stewardship:  no report 
 

Study:  Char reported that the Women’s Spiritual Study Group has started a new book, Invitation to Abundance.  Pastor Sugg reported 
that beginning November 9 at 7:00pm will be an in-person and zoom bible study on the Epic of Eden. 
 
Prayer Concerns: 
Pat (Deanna’s mother-in-law). Lisa (Deanna’s friend), those suffering from mental health issues, Randy Jones, Sharon Daniels niece, Pat 
Koehler, Dick Otley, Char Scherer, Mae Scott, and the positive attitude of our church members. 
 

Closing Prayer:  Given by Pastor Sugg 
 

Adjournment:  There being no further business, Vice-Moderator Solley adjourned the meeting at 8:37pm. 
 
Next meeting dates:  November 10, and December 8 at 7:00pm 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Diane Morlock, Secretary Pro Tem 


